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Adaptation demonstrations have been developed across multiple 
ownerships in the Midwest and Northeast.  

Adaptation demonstrations  use the partnerships, information, 
and  Forest Adaptation Resources developed through the 
Climate Change Response Framework to test new ideas and 
actions for responding to changing conditions. Demonstrations 
come in all shapes and sizes, showing a variety of adaptation 
actions that also achieve forest management goals.  

Adaptation in Action 
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 Frequently-asked Questions 
Q: Why should I do an adaptation demonstration?  
A: To ensure your project considers the risks associated with climate change and to  

share your experience with others. 
 
Q: Do I need to come up with a new project from scratch? 
A: Not at all. The idea is to integrate climate change into something you are doing already. 
 
Q: Will I need to do additional monitoring and evaluation? 
A. The goal is to integrate climate considerations into the monitoring you are already doing.  
 
Q. Is this a research project?  
A. This is not a research project, but rather a management tool informed by the latest research. 
 
Q. If I agree to do an adaptation demonstration, what do I get? 
A. Staff from the Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science (NIACS) will personally assist you and your 

staff with integrating climate change considerations into your chosen project. If you give us permission 
to do so, we will feature your project on our website (Forestadaptation.org) as it progresses through its 
various stages. It will be written up as a case study in briefings and used as an example for others 
considering undertaking an adaptation project.  

 
Q. What are the costs associated with doing an adaptation demonstration? 
A.  The only cost to you is minimal staff time associated with using the adaptation workbook. NIACS will 

take care of everything else! 
  
Q. What kinds of projects can be demonstration projects? 
A: Any project that focuses on the management of ecosystems from a few hundred acres to a regional   

scale. They can be short-term projects focused on a specific objective at a small scale, 
large landscape-level plans, or something in between.  

Project Lead: Chris Swanston  
 Research Ecologist, USFS Northern Research Station 
                          Director, Northern Institute of Applied Climate Science 
 Phone: (906) 482-6303 ext. 20 Email: cswanston@fs.fed.us 
 

See examples at: forestadaptation.org/demonstration-projects 


